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Angelo Navarro, 23, said few Americans have visited his shop since the 
U.S. government in June banned cruise ships from visiting Cuba. 

BY TRACEY EATON
Special to the Times

HAVANA — Angelo Navar-
ro’s shop is packed with souve-
nirs: colorful T-shirts, tricky magic 
boxes that are a puzzle to open 
and little wooden cars resembling 
the hulking 1950s automobiles 
that rumble through the streets.

All that’s missing are customers.
“There is almost no one here. 

You sell very little,” said Navarro, 
23. “To have a good day, you need a 
miracle from God.”

Sales plunged at his Old Havana 
shop after U.S. authorities banned 
cruise ships from going to Cuba 
on June 4.

Before the ban, thousands of 

passengers visited the island every 
week.

“There were a lot of tourists,” 
said Navarro, whose shop is a few 
blocks from Havana’s cruise ship 
port. “Almost all days were good. 
Now almost all are bad.”

He said his earnings dropped 
from as much as $12 per day to as 
little as $2. “And lunch costs me 
about $2,” he said.

The State Department said the 
ban on cruise ships — and yachts 
and private planes — was aimed at 
depriving the Cuban government 
of money that it uses to repress its 
people and support the govern-
ment of Venezuela.

Cruise ban sinks Cuban businesses 
Entrepreneurs are inadvertently on the front 
lines of U.S.-Cuba turmoil — and losing.

BY SUSAN TAYLOR MARTIN
Times Senior Correspondent

TARPON SPRINGS — For years, it has been 
one of the priciest homes on the market in 
Tampa Bay — a 20,519-square-foot estate with 
a movie theater, ice cream shop and 14 tum-
bling waterfalls.

Several months ago, owner William 
Baumgart thought he finally had a buyer. 
A company headed by a Manatee County 
woman agreed to pay $9.75 million for the 
house plus memorabilia that included a 
Muhammad Ali boxing glove, a jacket that 
John Travolta wore in the movie Grease and 
guitars autographed by Jimi Hendrix and 
George Harrison.

Just before the sale was due to close, a dis-
pute arose. The company sued Baumgart and 
the deal fell through. That should not have 
been surprising, given the background of the 
company’s president, Lori Ann Nademus. 

At the time Nademus was under contract 
for Baumgart’s mansion, her own Lakewood 
Ranch house was in foreclosure. She faced 
a $536,360 judgment in California. And she 
had declared bankruptcy six times in the pre-
vious eight years.

But Nademus came out well in the aborted 
transaction. Baumgart got the case dismissed 
— by paying her $300,000 “to get out of my 
life,’’ he said.

• • •

In Tampa Bay’s luxury real estate circles, 
what happened with the Baumgart estate has 
sparked talk and concern. Agents with high-
end listings say they often are asked to show 
multimillion-dollar houses to people who 
may not have the means to buy them. 

“I get calls all the time,’’ said Realtor Jeff 
Shelton, including one from an agent whose 
client wanted to see a $5 million house in 
Tampa’s Culbreath Isles. Shelton wanted 
proof the client could afford it, but the agent 
told him it would be insulting to ask.

“I said, ‘Look, I can’t let you in unless I 
know,’ ’’ Shelton said. “For all I know, they 
could be canvassing the house, seeing what 
points of entry there are, if there’s a security 
system.’’ 

Realtors Ed Gunning and Mary Pond have 
fended off requests to show a $22 million 
Thonotosassa estate, the priciest Tampa Bay 
house now for sale. Among those eager to 
tour it were some people from South Florida.

“The agent said, ‘We drove over from Palm 

BESTED 
$300,000 
BY A BROKE 
BUYER 
The owner of a Tampa Bay 
mansion was days from a sale 
— then the buyer filed suit.
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BY AMANDA ZHOU
Times Staff Writer

he buttons on the con-
sole boxes light up — red, 
yellow, green. Then the 
room goes dark, and a 
monitor shows a rocket 
— 3, 2, 1. Footage of a 
launch from the shuttle 
era plays on the screen 
at the American Space 
Museum in Titusville.

A picture of the console 
room also sits in the middle 
of the exhibit. More than two 
dozen people stand shoulder 
to shoulder, looking up at the 
same monitor. No one is smok-
ing, though they used to dur-
ing countdown, before it was 
considered a distraction.

Outside, two model rockets 
stand by the doorway, remind-

ers of the Apollo era. A replica of 
the spacesuit worn in the 1960s 
and ’70s is displayed near the 
patches for sale, one for each 
Apollo mission, an Orion flight 
test and the 50th anniversary of 
the moon landing. 

Compared with the Kennedy 
Space Center, the place attracts 
a modest crowd. Leroy Kull-
man thinks Titusville — a little 
northwest of Cocoa Beach and 
Cape Canaveral — looks nearly 
the same as it did after the 
Apollo program ended in 1975. 

“It’s kind of desolate. It’s not 
humming,” said Kullman, who 
once worked on the lunar module. 

Titusville may be best 
defined by its glory days, but 
the region has seen its for-
tunes rally. The satellite busi-
ness is booming, and private 
companies are stepping in 
where NASA stepped back. It’s 
too soon yet but, someday, they 
hope to send astronauts into 
space from the same launch-
pads that propelled men 
toward the moon. Someday, 
they want to bring back not 
just the money but the magic.

Ready for relaunch
The Space Coast 
counts on tourism 
and new frontiers 
for a return to glory. 

MONICA HERNDON   |   Times

Reminders of the Space Coast’s glory years, which peaked with Apollo, are on display at the American Space Museum in Titusville.

Associated Press (2015)

Beachgoers watch a Delta IV rocket lift off 
from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station in 2015.
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Bucs training camp primer
The Bruce Arians Era — the new coach wants 
a “smart, fast and physical’’ team — begins in 
earnest this week. Check out what to look for, 
practice dates open to the public, and more. 1C
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History on the front page
This week marks the 135th anniversary of the 
Tampa Bay Times. Look back at  the sinking of 
the Titanic, the assassination of JFK, the open-
ing of the first Sunshine Skyway and the day St. 
Pete was awarded a baseball franchise. 1E
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Buzz Aldrin returns to Kennedy Space Center to celebrate the anniversary of the moon landing. 4A
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cruise line has a stop at Port 
Canaveral and more are coming, 
according to Peter Cranis, execu-
tive director of the office of Space 
Coast tourism.

Tribe, the British engineer, 
remembers when the tallest 
building on the coast was a four-
story hotel. Now, condominiums 
line the water.

“It’s far more tourist town 
than space town,” he said.

There are more launches than 
ever, though. The Cape Canav-

eral Air Force Station is expect-
ing 32 launches this year and 
expects to eventually raise that 
number to 48 — almost one 
every week. In the shuttle era, 
there would be a half-dozen a 
year at best.

But they’re sending satellites 
— some as small as a bowling 
ball and others as large as a bus 
— to space, not astronauts. 

People still visit to watch rock-
ets take off, but Cranis is holding 
his breath for the crowds when 
manned launches return.

Until then, some of the mar-
keting posters that his office cir-
culates make no promises about 

what might come. One shows an 
astronaut holding a surfboard 
on the beach.

• • •

Today, when people talk about 
the future of space exploration, 
the names that have replaced 
Armstrong and Aldrin are Musk 
and Bezos. The tech billionaires 
are in a new space race, said Dale 
Ketcham, a spokesman for Space 
Florida, one pitting the cool-
est man in the world against the 
richest man in the world.

“These two guys in the com-
mercial world have brought a 
new energy and enthusiasm, 

and you can feel it. You can sense 
it,” said Lee Solid, a founding 
member of the American Space 
Museum. 

They’ve brought unprece-
dented pace to building, testing 
and launching. And there’s inno-
vation, like reusing the boosters 
that thrust satellites and space-
craft into the sky.

Elon Musk wants to estab-
lish a colony on Mars with 
SpaceX, which currently leases 
three launch complexes at Cape 
Canaveral, including the storied 
one that sent Apollo 11 skyward.

Jeff Bezos’ dreams for Blue 
Origin — which has a facility 
near the Kennedy Space Center 
and leases several launchpads — 
go back to his high school days in 
Miami. In his graduation speech, 
he said a “final objective is to get 
all people off the Earth and see 
it turned into a huge national 
park.”

“It is time for America to 
return to the moon — this time 
to stay,” he told the Washington 
Post two years ago. 

And those aren’t the only com-
panies on the Space Coast with 
extraterrestrial visions. OneWeb 
wants to launch satellites to pro-
vide internet access around the 
globe. Boeing and SpaceX are 
racing to become the first com-
mercial company to transport 
Americans to the space station. 

Nearby, NASA is working 
through tests on its Orion space-
craft, which might one day take 
astronauts to an outpost orbit-
ing the moon. NASA had been 
aiming to return humans to 
the moon by 2028, but this 
year, Vice President Mike Pence 
announced a new goal: 2024. 

The White House also has 
proposed a new branch of the 
military: the Space Force. Pres-
ident Donald Trump speaks 
of defending communications 
capabilities and worries that 
adversaries have started to wea-
ponize space.

“It is not enough to merely 
have an American presence in 
space,” he said. “We must have 
American dominance in space.”

There’s no telling if politi-
cal support will fade. And space 
remains an expensive business, 
so there’s no guarantee how 
quickly or whether the compa-
nies will achieve their goals.

But along the Space Coast, the 
sparks are there. And if humans 
find a way into the unknown 
beyond Earth, or back to a famil-
iar place, they’ll likely lift off 
from Cape Canaveral, where a 
new generation of engineers and 
spectators will get to watch. 

Times staff writer Chris O’Donnell 
contributed to this story. Contact 
Amanda Zhou at azhou@tampabay.
com. Follow @AmondoZhou.

 LUIS SANTANA   |   Times (2018)

The SpaceX Falcon Heavy rocket on storied Launchpad 39A at the Kennedy Space Center. SpaceX 
leases three launch complexes. The company was founded by tech billionaire Elon Musk.

Associated Press (2015)

Amazon chief executive Jeff Bezos, founder of Blue Origin, unveils a company rocket as then-
Florida Gov. Rick Scott applauds at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station. Bezos seeks a moon return.

NASA (1998)

This oblique view of Florida was taken during a space shuttle mission. The light-blue areas are the shallow sea floors of both the 
Florida Keys and the Bahama Banks, right. Cape Canaveral is halfway up the peninsula, and its future no longer seems cloudy. 
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50TH ANNIVERSARY

THOMAS ZURFLIEH, ST. PETERSBURG:
An enthusiastic fan of NASA’s space program, I absorbed 
every news item, saved newspaper and magazine articles, and 
built a 3-foot-tall model of the Saturn V vehicle with all the com-
ponents. I had dreams about witnessing the launch of Apollo 
11. I was absolutely obsessed. I had to be there! I got a launch 
pass through my cousin, a NASA employee. The crowds and 
traffic along the way were unbelievable. People and cars, 
reportedly by the hundreds of thousands, lined the roads and 
filled every available niche. I felt honored to be on a NASA bus 
and avoid the congestion. The morning was pleasant and 
warm, and we had a clear view of Apollo 11 across the Banana 
River. When the Saturn V fired at 9:32 a.m., a cloud of steam 
obscured Apollo 11 for a few seconds. The ship rose above the 
cloud, slowly at first, then accelerated tremendously as fuel 
burned off and lightened the load. Apollo 11 was a spectacular 
sight as it soared with trailing flames into the blue sky. I had 
indeed willed myself to be there. That day remains one of the 
highlights of my life.

STEVE ALLBRITTON, PALM HARBOR: 
Early on Wednesday, July 16, 1969, at our Harbor Oaks, Clear-
water, home, my dad loaded us all into the station wagon and 
drove to Cape Kennedy to watch the Apollo 11 launch. A few 
months later, local political leaders welcomed Buzz Aldrin to 
Pinellas County, and my parents took me to see his arrival at 
the St. Pete/Clearwater airport. Since my teacher at South 
Ward School required a signed excuse letter for my absence 
that day, my mom typed up a note and dad presented it to the 
political leaders to have Buzz sign it.

SANDRA C. LOHDEN, TAMPA:
On July 20, 1969, we all packed into the car at some unearthly 
morning hour and took off for the Cape. My husband driving, 
my dad riding shotgun and my mom, my 2-year-old son and I 
crunched in the back seat, along with beach chairs, blankets, 
towels, pillows, coolers, thermos bottles and grossly inad-
equate cameras. The only incident along the way was the 
spilling of grape juice in the back seat. I had an adult tantrum 
because my sundress would be stained. Arriving, we drove 
right up on the beach and unloaded our gear. Awaiting the lift-
off, we chatted with others, then I spotted the fins in the water. 
Sharks! As we all pointed, gazed and expressed fear, a fellow 
watcher strolled over and patiently explained that the fins 
belonged to dolphins. Whew! As he strolled back to his party, 
I’m sure he was laughing under his breath and saying “dumb 
Yankees!” The time had arrived. The beach became very quiet 
as we stared at that magnificent rocket, standing tall ready for 
takeoff. As it started to move, it seemed everyone went into his 
own world, no talking, no touching, just watching. Boom, crack 
and there it went. The silence continued as we looked up into 
that beautiful clear sky as Apollo 11 disappeared into the clouds. 
I had only an indescribable feeling of awe ... and admiration for 
the brilliant minds ... who orchestrated every iota of this phe-
nomenon.

DICK AND CARROLL RISK,  
SOUTH PASADENA:
I was a general’s aide assigned to the Third Air Division head-
quarters of the Strategic Air Command, which operated from 
Guam, Okinawa and Thailand, and directed all B-52 bombers 
and KC-135 tankers in the Western Pacific during the Vietnam 
War. Guam was one of the few places in United States territory 
where the first steps on the moon could not be witnessed live, 
because we had no satellite television coverage. This mission 
was very memorable to us, as we were awaiting the birth of 
our first child, Amy, who was born July 28, just a couple of 
days after the crew returned to earth. Following their success-
ful mission, the Apollo 11 astronauts and their wives made a 
goodwill tour around the world and were on Guam Nov. 2-3, 
1969. I had the opportunity to shake hands and visit with all 
three members of the crew—(Neil) Armstrong, (Buzz) Aldrin 
and (Michael) Collins. To me, this was better than seeing live 
coverage of the moon landing. Armstrong returned as part 
of the annual Bob Hope Christmas Tour the following month. 
Carroll got to meet Armstrong at a party in the back yard of our 
three-star commander. He was gracious to pose for a photo 
with Carroll and me. When we got the print back, I mailed it 
to him, and he autographed it for us, “To Dick and Carroll Risk 
— Neil Armstrong.” It is proudly displayed on our wall today. 
We learned that he stopped signing autographs later in his life 
when he found out that they were being sold.
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APOLLO 11 ONLINE
More memories from those who witnessed the launch and worked on the moon mission are at tampabay.com/apollo11.


